


The construction of the device indicates
that ancient Greeks had knowledge of
complex gear systems long before the
Industrial Revolution.

The Antikythera Mechanism could predict
the positions of the five classical planets
known to the Greeks: Mercury, Venus,
Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn.

The Antikythera Mechanism used a
differential gear, which was not known to
be used again until the 16th century.

Advanced imaging techniques have
allowed researchers to read more than
3,000 characters of explanatory text
inscribed on the mechanism.



It contained a mechanism to predict the
colour of upcoming eclipses, which was
linked to astrological predictions.

The Antikythera Mechanism also had a dial
for the Callippic cycle, a more precise 76-
year cycle used to correct the Metonic
cycle.

The device could track the Metonic cycle, a
period of 19 years after which the phases of
the Moon repeat on the same days of the
year.

The mechanism's dials included a 223-
month Saros cycle dial for predicting
eclipses.
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